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NEWSLETTER  

From Fr Richard Peers, 
Superior. Dear Friends, 
Thinking back to those days when we met people ‘in 
real life’, and not virtually, I bumped into someone 
who had followed me on Twitter for a few years: 
“Oh you’re books and icons.”, she said. 

I was, as you can imagine, quite pleased. There, are 
no doubt, so many worse things she could have said about me. That is all by way of making no 
apology for this being a letter of, you guessed it … books and icons. 

Fr Simon suggested that he publish the talk I gave in January 2015 
that was the spur for the formation of our Sodality (you can find it 
here in this newsletter.) It was interesting to re-read it as I prepared 
to write to you today on the eve of the Seventh Sunday of Easter and 
as we prepare prayerfully to renew our commitments and receive the 
gift of wonderful new priests, deacons and ordinands into our little 
community. 

Re-reading my talk I was surprised at two things: that I still think 
what I thought then, and that the Spirit has led us along this exact 
road. It still describes who we are. 

A few things have changed. We now have a separate existence to SCP, 
and maintain friendly relations with them, many of us are members 
of both. This week I had a really helpful conversation with soon to be 
new Sodalists in the United States and Australia where the context is a little different and where 
the ‘romanising’ stream in Catholic Anglicanism is less strong, perhaps there the distinction is 
between Dearmer and Sarum style? As we grow we change. Substantial groups in other parts of the 
Anglican Communion will change us. Already in small ways: moving from praying Vespers on 
Zoom to using the Office of Readings to include those praying before lunchtime; using subtitles to 
be accessible on Zoom. Inclusion always involves change. Change, conversion, repentance, is at the 
heart of the Christian life, of the growth in holiness that is our sole aim: ‘because the world needs 
holy priests’. 

Inclusion is not about ‘welcome’ or ‘hospitality’, that would be to treat those different to us as 
guests. One of the things that struck me most about my original talk as I re-read it is the sense of a 
place to call ‘home’. Several of our newest enquirers have said that praying with us, meeting us, was 
like ‘coming home’. That is deeply moving. To belong is a basic human need, to have a place of 
refuge, a home is essential to our well-being in life and especially in ministry. In the Grail psalms 
the word ‘refuge’ is used thirty-seven times as a description of God. The church can be a very 
competitive place. Home is where we are totally ourselves, honest about our failures and 
disappointments, loved for who we are. Being at home with each other is how we support and 
cherish ourselves. For Julian of Norwich God’s love is ‘homely and courteous’. May we always 
nurture a homely spirit in the Sodality. 
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As many of you know one of the most significant icons in my life is this one, sometimes called ‘icon 
of friendship’. It has been made famous by its use in the Taizé Community. The original is in the 
Louvre in Paris. Two things stand out for me. The hand on the shoulder. Jesus is the one who 
accompanies us in life. The touch of his hand is warm, gentle and adult. He calls us friends and he 
calls us to friendship with one another. To ‘belong’ to the Sodality is to be part of a community not 
an organisation. This is our home.  

The second thing I love about this icon are the eyes. Those beautiful, large, almond shaped eyes 
that are so characteristic of north African Christian iconography, not just in the early period (this 
icon is probably 6th - 7th century) but right up to Coptic icons today. Those eyes are deep pools of 
luminosity, they are transparent, and they pay attention. The best definition of love that I know is 
to pay attention to. When we commit to love each other in the Sodality it is not to ‘like’ each other, 
not to socialise (though we do), but to pay attention to one another. I thought a lot about this as my 
mother died last summer and the weeks leading up to that in which my siblings and I sat with her 
in the hospice where she was so wonderfully cared for. Very gently, unobtrusively, many of you 
accompanied me on that journey in prayer. I was also aware in that time of how much my 
relationship with mum was an adult one. My life has not turned out the way she would have 

imagined it when I was her little boy. She has at times grieved over 
that. Her grief has made her joy and pride in me deeper and even 
more real. It was not easily won. And there was I, sitting with her, 
praying with her as she prepared to make that final leap, that final 
letting go into God’s eternal arms. That moment, when, with my 
brother and sister with me, I prayed “Go forth Christian soul”, as her 
last breath hung in the air, will remain an unspeakably profound gift 
in my life. 

It is that same adult relationship with the Blessed Virgin Mary that is 
at the heart of our charism as a Marian community. We are not the 
baby Jesus sitting on Mary’s lap. The unspeakable tenderness of 
Mary’s gaze in the icons of tenderness is tender because Mary knows 
the sword that will pierce her own heart. Icons surpass time, all the 
events of her life, of Jesus’ life are present in the images of the Mother 
and Child. We need to remember that Mary’s biological maternity is 
important in relation to Jesus, as guarantor of his humanity, and to us 

in that through her Jesus shares in our humanity. But primarily she is our sister in faith, the first 
believer. Her ‘yes’ to the angel is the first Christian Credo. Jesus himself makes this clear in Luke 
11:27-28, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”.  And that is what Mary 
did.  Mary confronts us always with the challenge of faith: dare we make the total ‘yes’ of faith that 
she did? 

There is a short list of books below on the place of Mary in the Christian life and there will be more 
in the Sodality Companion to Mary.  Mary is a key part of our charism and one that we need to be 
able to articulate effectively if we are to live it with integrity. The first meeting of what was to 
become the Sodality was on the 27th May, aptly St Augustine of Canterbury’s day, 2015 at St 
Saviour’s, Pimlico, from that a ‘Formation Group’ met over a period of time to discern what the 
Lord was calling us to. Part of that discernment was choosing a name. After lots of ideas of 
particular saints to choose as a patron someone suggested Our Lady. It seemed right immediately 
as a unifying patronage for a Catholic society. Since then I have often reflected on the charism of a 
Roman Catholic community of priests, the Society of Mary, I particularly value this passage in their 
Constitutions (Rome, 1988): 

“To choose Mary’s name is to enter into a special relationship with her, which teaches [Sodalists] to 
relate to their neighbour in such a way that through them Mary can be present to the Church of 
today as she was to the Church at its birth.  

Mary did not press her privileged position as the mother of Jesus, but was ready to be first and 
foremost his disciple, one who ‘hears the word of God and keeps it’” (Lk 8:21) 

As we grow as a community in depth as well as in numbers (and the first is the most important), 
articulating our ‘charism’ will be essential. I have been trying  to do this as I have spoken with new 
Enquirers in recent weeks and months. 
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The Charism of the Sodality 

In the first few years of our community I imagined that we would coalesce around a school or 
stream of spirituality. Many of the speakers we invited were part of exploring that. What has 
become clear is that we are a community of people who bring our own journeys of exploration in 
the tradition to our common life. There is no single flavour to our spiritual life together. 

What I think is emerging as our charism is that: 

- We are a dispersed community of diocesan priests 

We don’t define ourselves as part of  ‘new monasticism’ or seek to emulate communities of vowed 
Religious. Our community life is designed to enhance the primary vocation of our ministerial 
roles, our apostolates. 

- We are a joyful community 

This is a spirit in us that many, many visitors and observers comment on. Our Bishop Visitor 
commented on how ‘lovable’ we are. 

- We are serious Christians 

Even though we fail often, our aspirations of ourselves are high and we are accountable to each 
other for that. 

- We are an adult community 

We are sisters and brothers of Mary and aim to relate to each other in adult ways 

In being adult friends of Jesus and his holy Mother, there are several books that have really helped 
me: 

The Joy of All Creation: An Anglican Meditation on the Place of Mary 

A.M. Allchin     New City Press 1984 

Anything by Donald Allchin is worth reading. This book is a lifetime’s meditation from deep in our 
Anglican tradition. Writing of the Annunciation Allchin writes:  “All annunciations, all visitations 
of the Spirit in the Church come from and point to this central annunciation.”  

Sodalists are devoted to Mary as the first believer.

Blessed Are You Who Believed 

Carlo Carretto      Orbis, 1983 

A profound piece of spirituality deeply rooted in the tradition of Charles de Foucauld and the Little 
Brothers of Jesus and also in a social, political gospel. This tradition links us to the ‘French school’, 
Fr Olier and the Curé d’Ars.  As well as the Anglo-Catholic commitment to the poor. 

The Little Brothers of Jesus are intensely Jesus focussed as their name suggests. 

Sodalists are relentlessly Jesus-centred.
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Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ 

The Seattle Statement of the Anglican- Roman Catholic International Commission 

Ed Donald Bolen and Gregory Cameron (yes, our Episcopal Visitor) 

Continuum 2006 

This is not only a ‘report’ it is also a rich source for meditation and reflection. It deserves deep 
study. In the Preface in my printed I copy I have underlined this sentence “It is as figure of the 
Church, her arms uplifted in prayer and praise, her hands open in receptivity and availability to the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, that we are one with Mary as she magnifies the Lord.”. There are 57 
references to the work of the Holy Spirit in the report. 

Sodalists are Spirit-filled.

Maiden, Mother and Queen: Mary in the Anglican Tradition 

Roger Greenacre  Canterbury Press 2012 

I have such fond memories of hearing Fr Roger preach when I was at Chichester Theological 
College, I can almost hear his unmistakable voice as he proclaimed one St Richard’s Day that the 
whole of Chichester was ‘en fête’!  

This is a book full of practical wisdom and the deep insights gained from a lifetime of priesthood. 
The Preface quotes a phrase from Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran’s homily at Roger’s Golden Jubilee 
of Ordination, “artisans of reconciliation”. 

Sodalists are “artisans of reconciliation”.

Mary: a gospel witness to transfiguration and liberation 

Andrew Jones   Bible Reading Fellowship 2014 

A deeply biblical book from an Archdeacon in the Church in Wales in which Mary’s Magnificat is 
drawn out as part of the search for liberation. This is at the heart of Anglo-Catholic political 
engagement for justice. 

Sodalists are priests of the Magnificat.

This time next year I will no longer be Superior of our community.  We will be moving to a new 
phase of our common life. I am looking forward to moving to a different mode of being a Sodalist 
and making the Sodality a place where I can develop other parts of my personality than those of 
leadership and change. I yearn to be more Mary than Martha. One of the reasons for the role 
change in my own ministry is to be able to write and reflect more theologically and pursue 
academic interests on Mindfulness and the teaching of John of the Cross. 

Please accept my apologies for all my short-comings in this role. Just this week I have apologised 
and been forgiven by a brother of our Sodality who I had annoyed by a comment I made to him. It 
is a source of deep joy and such a privilege to belong to this priestly community. Community is in 
itself a means to holiness because it knocks the edges off us, and we have to confront our own 
desire to control or be the centre of attention.  

I am so grateful for the trust you have shown me, for the hospitality many have given in your 
homes, the opportunity to witness the tremendous work you are doing. You are a hugely impressive 
group of people. I am never less than certain of the great future for the Catholic movement in our 
church when I meet priests of such integrity and so many gifts.  
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Most of all thank you for the friendship you have shown me, for the warmth of your hands on my 
shoulder as we walk this road together. 

Please pray for me as I move to the next phase of ministry and for each other as we move to the 
next stage of our life as a community. There are no words better than the great prayer gifted us by 
Fr Steven who will be admitted to the Sodality at Pentecost. Please know that I pray for us all each 
time I ‘bear his life-giving body in my hands’ at the altar. 

With my love, as ever, in the Two Hearts, 

Fr Richard Peers SMMS 

God of demanding grace:

your desire for us 
is holiness and fullness of life;

you called Holy Mary 
to share in your work of salvation

and become the Gateway of New Life.

As we daily renew our commitment,

bind our offering to hers,

that in the welcome of her heart 
and the strength of her prayers

we may be faithful to our priestly calling:

to nurture Christ within us

to labour for his birth

to bear his life-giving body in our hands

and to sing his sacrificial love.

We ask this through Christ, 
our High Priest now and for ever.

Amen.

Fr Steven Shakespeare
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Liturgical Renewal of 
Commitments and 
Admissions 2020 

Including a Little Hour Liturgy

Sunday 31st May 2020 
(Pentecost, and normally the date of the 

Visitation) 

8am BST 

Liturgical Renewal of Commitments and Admissions for 
Aspirants and Associates in Australia and New Zealand

3pm BST 

Liturgical Renewal of Commitments and Admissions for 
Aspirants and Associates

‘The Sodality of Mary, Mother of Priests is a dispersed community of 
priests. Our aim is the sanctification of priests through the hearts of 

Jesus and Mary, for the glory of God, and for all people.’
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CALLED TO THE SODALITY 
‘Sodalists commit ourselves to a common life of prayer and work for the sake of the 

Kingdom of God, in the place and condition of life in which God has set us.’ 

We all have a story of being ‘drawn in’ to the Sodality. 

Mthr Berni Excell is the Assistant Curate at St Mary’s Church in Balham. 
https://stmarybalham.org.uk 

I first discovered the Sodality in December 2017 when a first year ordinand (St Augustine's, 
in Kent).   The Sodality were offering a day of prayer and worship at St Saviour's Pimlico; 
ordinands and deacons were welcomed and if wanting to 
serve, one needed simply to turn up with cotta and cassock.  
This wonderful, open invitation, alongside the announcement 
that Mark Oakley was speaking on Poetry of Preaching made 
my heart leap, and I signed up, not really knowing what I was 
heading into!   I don't think I have missed a London based 
meeting since and each time I have joined the gatherings, 
and in more recent times our zoom meet ups,  there has been 
a deeper experience of homecoming.   

I say homecoming; not with a sense in anyway that being part 
of the Sodality is exclusive as a family unit or in terms of 
place of gathering, but homecoming in the sense of nurture, 
comfort and hospitality in worship, prayer, study and 
friendship that equips me (and I assume others) to fulfil our calling to serve.  Amongst the 
Sodality we know and are known by one another as Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we are 
here with one shared purpose; to grow spiritually into the priests we are called to be.  
Priests steeped in scripture, tradition and reason, informed by living relationships with 
each person of the Trinity, Mary, Mother of God and all the Saints.  

Our time together offers friendship, nurture, teaching but most crucially a sending out 
sustained to weave our story into the story of the wider Church as Holy Catholic priests.  
We have a shared pattern of life rooted in the Divine Offices and communal and individual 
study and guided by a community Ordo.  For me there could not be a better way to develop 
sustainability and sustenance for my own spirituality in the midst of an otherwise busy and 
demanding call to the (hopefully soon to be!) priesthood.  
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Fr T.J Freeman is the Rector of  Trinity Episcopal Church, Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana. 

When I first began to discern a call to the priesthood, I found myself having a deep pull to 
the monastic life. However, I realised quickly that I also had a very real call to be a 
husband and father.  

Over the years I explored various dispersed communities, but none of them ever really 
warmed my heart. At some point in 2016, I discovered the Sodality through Facebook. I 
downloaded, then printed the first version of the Manual and quickly fell in love. I was 
certain that it was impossible for an American to join formally, so I contented myself with 
reading the manual alone. Last year, I had the good fortune to spend a fortnight in 

residence at Canterbury Cathedral and during that time 
my longing for committed priestly fellowship 
reawakened. When I returned, I printed out copies of 
the 2018 Manual and gave them to a handful of priests 
in my diocese thinking that even if we could not join 
formally, that perhaps we could order our common 
lives here based off of the Sodality model. And then 
early this spring I inserted myself into a Twitter 
conversation between Father Cody Maynus and Father 
Richard Peers; what followed was a whirlwind of Zoom 
calls and emails. The next thing I knew I was praying 
Vespers at noon and on Saturday praying the rosary 
with siblings in Christ across the globe.  

In the Sodality I have found a serious desire to grow in holiness and to be formed more 
deeply as priests; but more than that I have found joy and mutual affection.  

I am not sure that I ever imagined that I could so thoroughly feel a part of a group of 
people, most of whom I have never met in person.  

I am very grateful for this Sodality, the welcome it has offered to me, and I am looking 
forward to walking with each of you as priests devoted to Christ Jesus, his Mother, and his 
Church.  

https://www.trinityfw.org 
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Jenny Brady is a Social Worker and an Ordinand training for Self-
Supporting Ministry. Jenny shares her spiritual journey and her discovery 

of the catholic tradition. 

I started going to my home church, St John and St James in Bootle when I was 7. The only 
reason I started to go was because I was attending Brownies and you had to go to church 
parade. So that was it and I carried on. My church is evangelical and this is the tradition in 
which I have grown up. I came to faith at a Billy Graham event in Anfield when I was 13.  

In 2008, my daughter and I went to a New Wine camp in Newark 
and went each year until 2013, when it stopped being at Newark. 
Also, my daughter, then 13, had outgrown this event. It was 
around this time that I was discerning a call to ordained ministry. 
As part of this, I was able to spend some time at St John’s 
Tuebrook. I thoroughly enjoyed the Anglo-Catholic style of 
worship and knew that I wanted to explore this further. I also 
knew that the Eucharist was central to my faith and enjoyed being 
able to receive each week at St John’s. 

I began to go on a weekend individually guided weekend retreat 
each year, first at Loyola Hall in Prescott.  When it closed, I then 
went to St Beuno’s in North Wales. Whilst on retreat in these 

Jesuit retreat houses I discovered St Ignatius, contemplative prayer, Lectio Divina and the 
Examen. I also particularly enjoyed the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and found this 
time in the chapel to be really special, peaceful and holy. I also developed an interest and 
love of Our Lady. I purchased rosary beads some time ago from the Liverpool Anglican 
Cathedral, but hadn’t used them.  

I became a Reader and as part of my training I spent time with the St Luke in the City team 
and attended Open Table at St Bride’s. As a social worker, I am already inclusive and anti-
oppressive practice is embedded into all that I do. This time at St Bride’s was very special 
and I met a lot of interesting people and this increased my knowledge of inclusive church. 
Finally, after a long journey, I went to a BAP last June in Ely.  I was recommended to train 
as a Self-Supporting Priest. I have enjoyed a wonderful placement at St Margaret of 
Antioch in Liverpool and further developed my interest and love of the Anglo Catholic 
tradition. Interestingly, my husband is Roman Catholic. 

I have realised that I wish to explore this in more depth and I got in touch with Father 
Richard and had a meeting with him. He then introduced me to the Sodality of Mary and 
Universalis - a wonderful app! I feel that I am moving away from my evangelical roots and 
will need to discern carefully about where my curacy will be. I am happy to be on this 
spiritual journey and feel that I am learning so much day by day. 

The Visitation 2020 Page  of 9 39 Pentecost 2020



31st May 2020 The Visitation 2020 Pentecost 2020

Amy Elizabeth Sheridan is an Ordinand training at St Martins  
Castleton Moore, St Mellitus College. Amy is a mother of five, writer and a 

regular tweeter. Her Twitter handle is @LattesAndLlamas. 

Amy blogs at https://sittingatthewell.wordpress.com 

I came across the Sodality in the first year of my Ordination training. Our Blessed Mother 
Mary had and continues to be instrumental in my calling to the Priesthood. I first 
experienced her beautiful heart in a dream back in early 2013. I prayed for the first time in 
years for God to show me what I was supposed to do with my life because I was lost, I did 
not know myself anymore. I felt I was in a pit that I could not get out of.  

Blessed Mary put her arms around me and guided me into a temple and pointed to a huge 
statue of her Son. I looked up but I could not see any further than his waist. She pointed to 
His feet and I looked, a cross began to glow, the light engulfed me and I woke with purpose 
and drive for the first time in a long time. Her guidance continued throughout my training 
and during this last year I have felt a strong calling to be part of the Sodality, to be with 
others who have had their hearts touched by hers.  

I am thankful and grateful to be part of this community who walk together, our hearts 
guided by the two hearts.  

The Sodality is a place where love is expressed through worship, commitment, and joy. 
This is where my heart longs to dwell through my continuing formation and training. 
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CALLED TO STUDY 
‘Sodalists commit ourselves to the discipline of Study. Scripture, the teachings of 

the church and the writings and lives of the saints all provide material for 
intellectual and spiritual development.’ 

Fr Paul Barlow is the Chaplain of St John’s Sandymount, Dublin. 
http://sandymount.weebly.com 

Fr Simon asked me to contribute something to the Sodality newsletter about my now completed 
PhD. So here we are: Its final title was ‘“It is Bread and it is Christ’s Body Too”: Presence and 

Sacrifice in the Eucharist Theology of Jeremy Taylor.’ I had become 
interested in Taylor (1613 – 1667; born in Cambridge he ended his days as 
Bishop of Down and Connor) when I wrote a term paper for a Sacramental 
Theology module of my MA; although he was a well-known name, and 
there is a book written on his Eucharistic theology by the late HR McAdoo 
(a former Archbishop of Dublin) there wasn’t that much published about 
him and it seemed there could be more that might be said. For me it was 
also an entry in thinking about Anglican Eucharistic theology and the 
conundrums around Eucharistic presence. Taylor was a prolific author – 
his complete works runs to ten volumes and he wrote in a number of 
genres, so there are different angles of approach to his ideas about the 

Eucharist. (Fortunately, not all ten volumes required study, he wasn’t only interested in the 
Eucharist. In fact, his major work ‘Ductor Dubitantium’ or ‘Cases of Conscience’, which takes up 
two of the volumes, is a work on moral theology. If anyone wants to write a PhD, it appears that 
virtually nothing has been written on it. Taylor’s major, specific, work on the Eucharist is called 
‘The Real Presence and Spiritual of Christ in the Blessed Sacrament’. It is a series of arguments, 
setting out to prove why transubstantiation cannot be true. I filled two chapters with my analysis of 
this book – it is a series of sections and soon the wood gets lost for the trees. There is one section 
devoted to the meaning of the word hoc (this) to give you some idea of Taylor’s thoroughness. 

I also had to delve into the history of the development of the doctrine of 
transubstantiation, Berengar’s warnings about the philosophical 
difficulties such a doctrine would raise, and then Aquinas’ rescue of the 
doctrine in the Summa by application of Aristotle and a get out clause. 
What was most frustrating is that Taylor didn’t really understand the finer 
points of transubstantiation and so there was a fair bit of Taylor missing 
the point. Taylor was also well versed in the Fathers, so I devoted most of 
a chapter looking at his use of patristic material. I also had to try and make 
more contemporary sense of Taylor, so I looked at some classic Anglican writing – Will Spens and 
William Temple on value philosophy and convaluation, the Presbyterian 
George Hunsinger and the Orthodox Bulgakov on transelementation 
and Edward Schillebeeckx on transignification. Although I had started 
out on a search for a theology of presence, I discovered Taylor has 
interesting and more clearly defined ideas on Eucharistic sacrifice, 
seeing a parallel between the earthly Eucharist and the eternal offering 
of Christ to the Father. I suppose that in different circumstances, 
focusing on that might have made a more interesting thesis. Should you 
wish to delve into the thesis you can find it here: http://doras.dcu.ie/
23557/ 
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CALLED TO BE DEVOTED TO 
MARY 

‘Members of the Sodality use traditional and new devotions to Mary the mother of 
Jesus.’ 

Mthr Theresa Quilter is Parish Priest at Mount Vincent and Weston, Kurri 
Kurri in News South Wales, Australia. She is a Scripture scholar. 

Our side chapel has been renovated with a very new look celebrating the ancient and recent history 
of this place.   The aboriginal Madonna and Christ Child is one of the winners of the Weston Art 
Show.  It was painted by the local Aboriginal artist, Fiona Richardson.  It follows the pattern of the 
Aboriginal Flag which is red on the bottom signifying the earth (much of our soil in Australia is 
red) and the Flag has the yellow sun in the centre which is the source of life, and the top half of the 
flag is black for the people, who have black skin of course.   

So our Aboriginal Madonna and Christ Child are in the centre where the sun would be in the flag.  
They are the source of life like the sun.  They are in silhouette, black for the people, representing all 
of us.   

At the top there is the night sky, with the moon opposite to the sun below.   The first panel to the 
right in the night sky has the emu footprints.   

In Aboriginal astronomy the emu is the dark places in the Milky Way.  The night sky was used both 
as a calendar and as a map.   Following the stars the people knew the time to hunt and gather the 
emu eggs for food.  
The next panel in the night sky is the moon.   following from right to left next is the bright parts of 
the Milky Way.   Then the kangaroo prints are to the left of the night sky.    Purra is the 
Red Kangaroo who is pursued and killed by two hunters called Yuree and Wanjel. Purra appears in 
the north-east sky just before dawn in mid to late August and disappears in the early evening in late 
February, followed later by her pursuers.  

So Mary and Jesus are at the centre of all life, the good (ripe fields) and the bad (the drought), that 
which we seek (emu eggs and bush tucker) and the ones who are sought (Purra).   Mary and Jesus 
are there for us as the sun and moon trade places and the people go from waterhole to campfire 
telling the stories.   

This chapel to Our Lady also has the miner's lamps on either side of the Aboriginal Madonna and 
child.   The lamps that we have are the deputy lamps.   Deputies in a mine ensure compliance with 
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all safety and environmental obligations pertaining to mining activities on the deputy’s allocated 
shift.  So the deputy lamps light the way for safety in the mine and safety in the environment.  It is 
a big responsibility.   Our town is called Kurri Kurri, which are Aboriginal words for lots of people 
( Aboriginal people).   It has been a mining centre for more than a hundred years, although there 
are no active mines now and it is dormitory for workers in the City of Newcastle.   Australia is still 
one of the world's greatest polluter, supplying enormous amounts of coal and other fossil fuels.  
  
Together the deputy lamps and the Aboriginal Madonna tell us of our past and of our 
responsibilities to each other and to our fragile planet.  The wine and gourmet food industry that is 
now a part of the suburban like life our town are left for another artist to depict.   

The story moves on each day and we pray for wisdom and understanding. 

CALLED TO SERVE 
‘Of all forms of service that Sodalists can offer, the most important is to show the beauty 

and power of Jesus and Mary, who are the inspiration and joy of our own lives.’ 

Fr Nick Flint is the Rector of Rusper in the Diocese of Chichester where he 
has served God and the Church for 24 years. 

https://rusperchurch.org.uk 

A hundred years ago my predecessor as Rector of the village of Rusper, the Reverend Edward 
Synnott wrote a book entitled ‘Five Years Hell in a Country Parish.' The title leaves little to the 
imagination. As a Northern Irishman coming into a place of perceived privilege and snobbery in 
1914 he tackled the hypocrisy he saw head on, waged and to an extent won, his own personal war. 
When I  came here in 1996 there were a handful of people with memories of  Synnott and when I 
‘phoned a local removal firm about arrangements there was a chuckle at the other end  and  the 
voice said his firm had moved in most of the rectors of Rusper, before adding ‘Have you read  the 
book?’ 

In some ways this was a surprising move for me. Leaving Chichester Theological College in 1987 I 
served my title in a seaside parish broadly in the Catholic tradition. I had a wonderful training 
incumbent, but both his successor and immediate predecessor felt he had let things slide ‘down the 
candle’ somewhat. From there I had felt called to work with street people in central London’s 
‘Cardboard City’ and its equivalent suburbs. Attached to St Cyprian’s Clarence Gate there was a self 
conscious continuity with the Anglo Catholic slum priests of previous generations and a more 
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rigorous approach to liturgy and ceremonial than I had encountered at St Richard’s. It was because 
of this background that a post as Team Vicar pioneering ministry on a deprived estate with no 
church building in Crawley seemed to fit my trajectory in ministry.  After five years of this 
challenge the bishop felt it was time for a complete change and a post in which I could reflect on 
the next move. 24 years on that move seems less likely than ever to happen. 

Have I become a type cast country parson in this classic Anglican middle of the road parish? The 
reason I was sent to College at Chichester in the first place was to balance my background in the 
Evangelical tradition. With six parish churches to choose from I had already seen something in the 
Anglo-Catholic clergy of the town in which I grew up that seemed authentic and temperamentally I 
was glad to find an alternative to the razzmatazz of the evangelicals. In particular a number of the 
priests I knew from my teens and early twenties were united in reverence for Kelham which had 
formed their spirituality and indeed a certain brand of eccentricity that appealed to me. On a visit 
to Taize I made a pilgrimage to the shrine of John Vianney at Ars. 

Fast forward a lifetime to  Rusper where  I inherited a complicated mix of BCP and ASB, Eucharist 
and Sung Matins as the main service and rather than sweep it all away I played the longer game, as 
the Matins crowd literally died out and Common Worship allowed for a convergence of Eucharistic 
liturgical fare. I’ve been here a generation and in the village state school was always ‘Father Nick’, 
which caught on with parents and now seems natural to many villagers. My membership of SCP 
was very much a response to the politics in this diocese in particular regarding the priestly ministry 
of women and my wish to publicly challenge Chichester to move forward in that regard. Over time 
the diocese has in fact opened up and membership of SCP had begun to sound a little like banging 
an old drum.  

For a variety of reasons ‘the next move’ never came. I suffered a period of low morale, a sense of 
isolation and a loss of confidence in myself. Church of England headlines did not help. In particular 
the pusillanimity of General Synod in the sexuality debate rankled. Like many I became a signatory 
to an open letter initiated by the retired bishops addressing the subject.  
Next, naturally I looked to see the names of others I might know. It was then I saw the letters 
SMMS after a priest’s name. The initials were new to me so I googled them and went straight to the 
Sodality website where the first words I read where ‘Because the World Needs Holy Priests.’ I felt 
an immediate ‘Yes!’ rise up from deep within me.  Moments later I had signed up for the retreat at 
Aylesford. There I met a renewing energising spirituality alive in the hearts of the priests of the 
Sodality who are now in a new way my brothers and sisters.  

This is where I belong. 
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SOME HISTORY 
The Sodality of Mary, Mother of Priests is a dispersed community of priests. Our 
aim is the sanctification of priests through the hearts of Jesus and Mary, for the 

glory of God, and for all people. 

A talk given by Fr Richard Peers in 2015 that partly led to the formation of the 
Sodality. 

A talk to the Southwark Chapter at Trinity All Through School, Lewisham on Wednesday 14th 
January, 2015 – Fr Richard Peers SCP – UIOG 

Father David (our co-Rector) has suggested that we reflect on our Rule and life as a Society. I hope 
you will forgive me for doing so in my usual forthright, headmasterly manner; even though I do feel 
a little trepidation in the presence of some of our founders. I suggested a ten minute talk which he 
thought wasn’t quite long enough; so blame him when you look at your watches. 

It is not good, the accepted wisdom has it, to label people. Clergy don’t like to be labelled. Or they 
claim so many labels that they become meaningless, everyone seems to be a ‘liberal catholic with 
charismatic tendencies and an evangelical love of the bible’ or a ‘liturgy loving evangelical with a 
Celtic hinterland’. 

So let me be clear: I like labels, I am happy to claim a few for myself and when it come to 
‘churchpersonship’ mine is pretty clear, I am an Anglo-Catholic. That is to say I am an Anglican 
who looks to the great heroes of our faith in the Oxford movement and the ritualist pioneers of the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth century. I delighted in being a parish priest and then school 
chaplain in the same patch of Portsmouth where Father Dolling had ministered. Where he built the 
magnificent mini-basilica that was St Agatha’s (now a church of the Ordinariate) and from which 
he fled when his bishop opposed the erection of a requiem altar. I delighted in serving my title in 
the biretta belt along the south bank of the Tees, where the Catholic faith was strong and a minibus 
collected the clergy for all the deanery patronal festivals and delivered us home gin-soaked, 
following the after-party. 

Back in those heady days of the early 90s I fully expected to become a member of the Society of the 
Holy Cross following in the footsteps of my hero priests. We used the Roman Rite, we prayed the 
Divine Office from the Breviary and we considered ourselves priests of the latin rite hoping one day 
to be re-united with the successor of Peter. In addition to daily Office and Mass; daily Rosary and 
meditation were part of the priestly life we were signed up for. Deep devotion to Our Lady and to 
the saints were the backbone of who we were. 

The ordination of women has forced many of us to take positions. But the positioning of the 
catholic organisations since then has followed a division in the catholic movement that dates to an 
earlier period and perhaps has always been present. The division between the Sarum and Roman 
forms; the division between the Percy Dearmers and the Father Tooths. 

For those of us who feel most comfortable with, for want of a better word, the ‘Romanisers’, but 
who believe profoundly in the ordination of women and equal marriage, there is a key question:  
Where is home? 

SCP has clearly inherited the Dearmer style of Catholicism.   All organisations are coalitions; span 
spectrums of belief and practice; but is this Society wide enough to include people like me? Many of 
my friends, many members of the Society have said to me in one form or another over the years ‘it’s 
not catholic enough for me’. I have had a few conversations about forming another grouping of 
Catholic clergy, a more devotionally minded sodality. Perhaps there is room within the Society for 
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some such sodality? Or perhaps the Society itself can change and grow to provide enough for the 
needs of those like me who look to a more Anglo-Catholic, even Anglo-Papalist position. 

It is well known that in education there has been, certainly since the 1970s, a predominant mind-
set that was hugely committed to multiculturalism among other things. Superb work was done that 
challenged prejudice and ignorance and gave many children experiences of other cultures and 
faiths that they would never otherwise have had. However, the shadow side of this was a watering 
down, a secularist led agenda that sought to create a neutral, religionless space. To make everyone 
the same. I’m afraid that many church schools took a similar route, one book about church schools 
describing them, in its title, as “An Uncertain Trumpet”. 

As many of you know we have taken the very opposite path here at Trinity. My great mentor and 
time of apprenticeship at this was at St Luke’s school in inner city Portsmouth at the turn of the 
century where I was Chaplain to an amazing Headteacher, Krysia Butwilowska. 

All theology is, of course, contextual, and specific. Anglo-Catholicism is tied inexorably, I believe, to 
the margins; it is an option for the poor and has always been practised, at its best, among and by 
those on the edge. St Luke’s was very much on the edge, serving the same area as Fr Dolling had 
served a century earlier. In the same way I am aware that what we do here at Trinity works because 
we are a black majority school in Lewisham. It works because of the overwhelming influence of 
Pentecostal christianity on our families and children. 

So I would characterise the form of Anglo-Catholicism practised here in a number of ways: 

it is pious and sentimental 

• unapologetic 

• maximalist 

The Mass is at its heart and priestly ministry and vocation are unashamedly a key ingredient – as 
they must be if we are to be properly ecclesial – the church being an ordered, hierarchical society. 

Brother Alois the current Prior of Taizé says that “God wants nothing but that we live intensely.” It 
is a strong catholicism, an intense catholicism that we seek to live out in the school. 

Inclusion has taken, I believe, a wrong turn when it becomes a watering down; a lowest common 
denominator. Inclusion works best when everyone can most be themselves. The more we are 
ourselves the more we give others the permission to be themselves. Inclusion does not diminish 
difference but celebrates it. 

At Trinity our Muslim and Hindu families have no problem with what we do. We have an Arabic 
school for Muslim families that meets here every Saturday.   When our Muslim children want a 
prayer room we provide it. The current Head girl is a Muslim – one with a great devotion, as it 
happens, to Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta – and Muslim pupils have travelled with us 
regularly to Taizé where we provide a tent for them to use for prayer, although they are also 
expected to join in the community prayer as well – so a mere 8 prayer sessions a day for them. 

I am second to no one in my affection and respect for our former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams, but like all of us he is a man of his time and I think he has been unduly influenced by the 
multiculturalism of the last part of the twentieth century. In an introduction he once wrote for the 
Society of Catholic Priests he said: 

“Anglican clergy identifying themselves as within the Catholic tradition used to have all sorts of 
‘tribal’ habits, in dress, speech and style of life, to set them apart from those they thought of as less 
enlightened. No-one is going to regret that we have begun to grow up a bit in that respect.” 
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Well, perhaps I haven’t grown up, but I do regret that passing and I think it is to our detriment. The 
human need to belong is profound and deep. Gangs attract teenagers precisely because they give a 
sense of belonging.   A place to belong is nothing more than a home, a family in which we can 
genuinely grow and flourish. It is a mark of the Incarnation that all human existence is specific, it 
belongs to a time and a place, it owns its culture and community. 

This is really the heart of inclusion, that we accept and celebrate difference and diversity; we do 
belong to different groups and clubs; to some extent these are exclusive; but we are richer for that. 
Inclusion would mean nothing at all if it didn’t involve difference. We might even consider the 
possibility that the arrangements required to pass the legislation on the ordination of women is 
itself God’s will, an opportunity to test our inclusiveness. 

Perhaps part of the problem – if there is one – is that our Society is just too establishment. One of 
my favourite and one of the most influential books for me as an educator is Teaching As a 
Subversive Activity by Neil Postman and Charles Weingartner.   Anglo-Catholics were always 
subversive, perhaps we have become too comfortable, too used to promotion and acceptability.  
Perhaps we need to fight a few battles? 

I think we do need to because I don’t think the key battles have been won. In fact I think we have 
capitulated on some of the victories that our forebears in the Catholic movement won at such a 
price. 

So let me try to be a little more specific in thinking about what would make our Society or some 
sort of sodality within it a place where I felt more at home: 

First and foremost a recognition that Anglicanism is a current that flows within western, catholic, 
Latin-rite Christianity.   We’re not ‘a church’; the Archbishop is not a Patriarch. Lets look forward 
hopefully to the day when he or she will once again receive the pallium (displayed on the 
archiepiscopal coat of arms) from the Bishop of Rome. 

This fundamental orientation is one shared by the ecumenical community at Taizé who look to the 
proper exercise of the universal ministry of Peter. 

Our liturgy is a liturgy of the Latin rite. Even Cranmer’s Communion service is clearly such. So let’s 
not be afraid of that rite. Like our forbears in the Catholic movement lets use as much of that rite in 
its current, ordinary form, as we can. The Divine Office is not only a much more convenient way of 
praying time it also unites us with the whole western catholic church and provides a lifetime of 
reflection on the catholic faith. 

Lets acknowledge that our liturgy is deficient in some ways: all those collects for saints days that 
treat the saints as mere examples and not as friends in heaven interceding for us constantly.   The 
lack of intercession in the Eucharistic Prayers; the weak sacrificial language. 

Lets not be afraid of piety, sentiment and devotion. 

Lets not give up our birthright: the daily Mass, sacramental confession, reservation, exposition and 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Lets fight for an increase in devotion to the Mother of God. 

Lets be radical in our politics. 

Lets explore what a healthy priestly spirituality would look like.  A truly sacrificial life for ourselves 
and our families. Here, as in other areas we can learn much from our evangelical brothers and 
sisters who are not embarrassed to make their homes and families part of their Christian, public 
ministry. 

Lets not be afraid to be teachers of the faith; again, this is another area where I think we can learn 
from Evangelicals. If we believe that the Catholic faith is the  best possible manifestation of 
Christianity we need to teach people how to be Catholics. The technology of prayer and liturgy: 
genuflection, the sign of the cross, prayers to be learnt by heart. Catholic teaching on the 
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sacraments and the moral life. We should not be content to leave people as they were but to change 
their lives and behaviour. I am a great believer in the Religious life and in the vocation to celibacy; 
but we need to teach that Marriage is the normative and best way to live a life. That marriage is 
sacrificial and hard, that love is about choices. We can’t be inclusive of every lifestyle. The mis-use 
of sex damages lives and with money, food and power are the areas where we are most flawed and 
subject to sin. 

A recognition that we are called to leadership and must negotiate the difficult art of exercising 
power without being embarrassed or ashamed. 

I suppose what I am saying is that we do the ‘liberal’ bit quite well. Although I would argue that I 
am not a liberal and that the ordination of women and equal marriage are highly traditional. I am 
by nature a conservative and it is that part of what we do as a society, our catholic life, that I am 
concerned about.   All sorts of attempts at renewing the catholic movement have been attempted,  
Anglican Catholic Future being the latest but none of them have captured hearts and minds, none 
of them have gained traction because they are simply not devout enough. It is our life of piety that 
needs renewing so that our public life of radical politics can bear fruit. 

In retrospect I suspect that the pontificates of Benedict and Francis will need to be seen together: 

– From Benedict we need to take some elements of the reform of the reform. The Roman Canon 
was of utmost importance for many Anglicans in the Catholic movement, I have often celebrated 
Mass from Missals designed to interpolate the Prayer Book Mass and the Roman Canon. With its 
deep chiastic structure in which intercession, sacrifice and the communion of saints draw us into 
the Eucharistic mystery; we are impoverished if we forget it. The Roman Canon is the prayer of 
Augustine the first Archbishop of Canterbury, and – although the trendy faux liturgy books would 
hardly suggest it – the Prayer of the ‘Celtic’ christians. 

– Eastward celebration another key aim of the Catholic movement dating back to the 17th century 
is also something we should not forget as it is re-discovered by many Roman Catholic Christians.  A 
Vatican II Catholic, I didn’t discover it until I was a school chaplain in Portsmouth and had to use 
the parish church for Mass for a while, that Evangelical Parish only had one altar, pushed against a 
wall.   What amazed me is that children preferred it, particularly the boys.   All that eye contact and 
performance is not what they wanted. I now find it suits my introvert nature and is a calmer and 
more contemplative way of presiding at the liturgy. 

– From Francis we need to be reminded of the political vision of the Catholic movement in the 
Church of England. We must seek an alternative to the un-restricted capitalism of our time if the 
planet, let alone the human race are to survive. Francis will soon make protection of the planet a 
key element of his papacy. We should do the same. 

– But also we could learn from Francis a deep, traditional Catholicism full of Latin American piety 
and devotion. His devotion to Our Lady Untier of Knots is one that we Anglicans who tie ourselves 
in so many knots could well emulate. I have a prayer card and leaflet for each of you on this 
important devotion. 

The founders of our Society were largely priests who had been formed in the Society of the 
Holy Cross. I have copied for you the Rule of that Society, many who have joined later may not be 
familiar with it. I wonder if we could learn a little from its emphasis on personal sanctification and 
the Mass? Perhaps we could even share with them further development of what it means to be a 
holy priest. How we seek to convert our own individual sinfulness. Perhaps we could invite one of 
the brethren of that Society to address us on just that subject; share in the things we can share: 
Rosary, Stations of the Cross, Office, perhaps even Benediction. 

Looking at the Rule of SSC I am conscious of the heavenly patronage it claims for itself:  St. Mary at 
the Cross; St. Vincent de Paul; St. John Mary Vianney, the Cure d’Ars; and Charles Lowder. Yet for 
us in the Society of Catholic Priests who are our heavenly patrons, who intercedes for us daily at the 
throne of grace? 
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One of the phrases I like most from Teaching As A Subversive Activity is that we should teach 
children to develop an inner ‘crap detector’. I have now spent most of my adult life working with 
teenagers. It is a total joy and delight. They have so much energy; they cut through so much crap; 
they have such an instinctive sense of justice and injustice.   Before I began work here as Head 
Master I visited many Pentecostal churches, I saw at once that Anglo-Catholicism and 
Pentecostalism feed from the same spring. They really believe it. They really feel it. They are 
unapologetic. They are also intensely ordered and visual communities. I hadn’t seen a figure of 8 
procession in church for years until I visited one of our local African churches. 

Working with teenagers, vocation is a huge part of what we do.  Abbot Christopher Jamison former 
Head Master and Abbot at Worth once said that enabling children to discern their vocation was the 
key task of schools. 

I worry that the key public models for priesthood are so dire. Which aspirational teenager, let alone 
which black aspirational teenager, would want to be like the Vicar of Dibley or The Reverend Adam 
Smallbone? 

I think these two dire characters are indicative of a deeper problem with our spirituality of 
priesthood, and perhaps of the Christian life. It is a spirituality of woundedness or brokenness. I’m 
afraid the writings of Henri Nouwen are saturated in this. It is ‘victim’ like obsession with the 
wound and very far from a fully adult acknowledgement of sin; our flaws and guilt; or an adult 
recognition that suffering, pain and unsatisfactoriness are part of every life, every day.   Here we 
need to turn to Saint Paul, especially 2 Cor 12:9, he makes it clear that in our weakness God is 
strong, God actually says to him “My power is made perfect in weakness.” The point is not the 
weakness but the power, and that it is God’s, not ours.   Again I think we could learn much about 
powerful leadership from evangelicals.   At Trinity we attempt to teach our young people to be 
powerful men and women; but never to rely on themselves. I hope one day we will produce 
powerful catholic priests and Religious. 

Many of these problems have their origins in person-centred, Rogerian counselling. One of the 
things that is at the heart of what we do here at Trinity is to reject ‘child centred’ education. We are 
a God centred community.   This is a totally orthodox theology: human beings only make sense 
when we are oriented towards God and not to ourselves. 

Having suggested some areas which I think we, as a Society, could reflect on, I would like to 
conclude with three of the things I think we do best: 

the monthly prayer list of this Chapter is hugely significant;  

- to pray for one another 

- concelebration: this really is one of the fruits of   Vatican 2; it teaches us that our priesthood is 
never our own; always derived from our bishop and ultimately from Christ our High Priest 

- hospitality: our fellowship over lunch or supper is warm and genuine; our fellowship and 
friendship to one another in the Society is a strength to build on 

- I am in no way disheartened. In the ebb and flow of the various parts of the Anglican tradition our 
Catholic movement has been ebbing for some time, but God, as we know, is never unfaithful, in his 
good time, if we are faithful, there will be renewal. 

May we as a Society be renewed in priestly holiness; may Our Lady Untier of Knots help us to deal 
with the complexities of life in our church and in our world with great humility, simplicity and love. 
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  PRIESTS OF THE MAGNIFICAT 
Sodality Year of Prayer 2020 - 2021 



Canticle of the Priest

I call for glory to come 
like dewfall on the grass.

I call for the hour of truth 
when love will speak its name.

I call to the One Who Is
from before the world was made.

Let us break the bread of blessing 
and raise the healing cup.

Christ is the Gift and the Giver 
love on the altar laid.

Through him we are made one 
our joy is rendered whole.

With him we are known 
and kept safe in the Father’s name.

In him we are freed from the world 
made holy by the grace of God.

With Mary, Heart of the Priest, 
we offer the Word made flesh.

Like her, we are known and 
called and sanctified in truth.

As the grains of earth are gathered 
and the vine gives up the grape,

as the water of life is poured 
and the oil of anointing flows,

may all we are be offered in prayer
a living sacrament of praise.

(after John 17)
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Prayer

God of demanding grace:

your desire for us

is holiness and fullness of life;

you called Holy Mary

to share in your work of salvation

and become the Gateway of New Life.

As we daily renew our commitment, 

bind our offering to hers,

that in the welcome of her heart 

and the strength of her prayers

we may be faithful to our priestly calling: 

to nurture Christ within us

to labour for his birth

to bear his life-giving body in our hands 

and to sing his sacrificial love.

We ask this through Christ,

our High Priest now and for ever.

Amen. 

Canticle and Prayer by Fr Steven Shakespeare
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CALLED TO THE HEARTS OF 
JESUS AND MARY 

‘As we seek to follow the call to grow into the pinkness pf Christ, Sodalists 
commend ourselves to the prayer of Mary, Mother of Priests, and pay particular 

devotion to the feasts of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Immaculate Heart o Mary, 
and all Marian feasts.’ 

Fr John-Francis Friendship is a spiritual director, pastoral supervisor and 
retreat conductor. For 25 years he was a brother of the Society of St Francis 
and is the author of  the widely acclaimed ‘Enfolded in Christ: The inner life 

of a Priest’ and ‘The Mystery of Faith: Exploring Christ belief.’ 

Fr John-Francis offers the Sodality a series of daily meditations focused 
upon the Sacred Heart for use in June. 

JUNE 1ST  
Welcome to flamin’ June, the middle month when there’s more light, 
less dark and nature is at its best.  It’s also the month when Christians 
celebrate the Heart of their Faith – the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  
Traditionally, every month has a dedication – May to Mary, November 
to the Holy Souls etc. – and now we’ve 30 days when we can bask in 
the glow of Christ’s Heart. 

Each day we hope to share a brief reflection concerning this Heart with 
you and we’ll begin by just noticing that, when we speak of the Sacred 
Heart we don’t mean the pulsing muscle that keeps us alive or the 
place containing our feelings, but the centre of who we are and what 
makes us tick.  Giving this sixth month to focus on the heart of our 
Faith means that when, in another six month’s time, we celebrate the 
birth of God in Jesus, we’ll know what we’re celebrating. 

Today it’s enough to invite you to meditate on one thing: the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus is an ‘ocean of mercy.’  

JUNE 2ND  
The heart has long been understood to have a prime importance in determining the way we live. We find 
frequent reminders about this in the Old Testament and pleas to make sure that the heart is re-fashioned 
into what God wanted it to be like; to renew, refresh and cleanse the heart for from it emerge both good – 
and evil (Prov. 4:23). So it’s always been realised that one of the most important tasks we can do is to 
make sure our heart is renewed: 

‘A new heart I will give you, 
and a new spirit I will put within you; 

and I will remove from your body the heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh.’ (Ez.l 36.26) 
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JUNE 3RD  
The reason why the heart is of such importance is that it’s the place which centres us into the love of God, 
and the love of God is the centre of our Faith. Remember the first Commandment? “You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind” said Jesus, “This is the 
greatest and first commandment.” (Matt. 22.37f) 
All of us need to make sure we are centring on this commandment – what helps and hinders you do so? 

JUNE 4TH  
The psalms, in particular, resonate with pleas to renew the heart. Here are some, which appeal to you?  
Take it and keep it in your heart: 
 Test me, O Lord, and try me; examine my heart and my mind.’ (26:2) 
 Truly, God is good to Israel; to those who are pure of heart. (73:1) 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. (51.11) 

JUNE 5TH  
The 6th cent. BC prophet, Ezekiel, wrote: ‘A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within 
you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh’ (Ez. 36.26).   
What do his words say to you? 

JUNE 6TH  
‘My child, if you accept my words and treasure up my commandments within you, making your ear 
attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding … then you will understand the fear of 
the Lord and find the knowledge of God (Proverbs. 2.1f).  
Take a gospel reading to heart and let some of its words nourish you. 

JUNE 7TH  
‘Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.  Put away from you crooked speech 

and put devious talk far from you’ (Prov.4.23).   

JUNE 8TH 
Right at the start of Jesus’ ministry he taught the way we can get into a 
right relationship with God: 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God” (Matthew 5:8).   
What might he mean by a ‘pure heart’? 

JUNE 9TH 
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6.:21).  We 
can ‘treasure’ much – happy memories, family and friends, those we love 
– and we can ‘treasure’ old bitterness’s, pride – even gaining wealth.  
Treasuring our relationship with Christ can uncover deeper riches. 

JUNE 10TH  
Jesus said: ‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth’ (Mark 6:24).   
Do you have a divided heart? 

JUNE 11TH 
In reflecting on the Feeding of the Five Thousand, St. Mark writes: ‘they did not understand about the 
loaves, (for) their hearts were hardened’ (6:52).   
Is your heart hardened? 

JUNE 12TH  
Clearly, the heart was of immense importance to Jesus to the extent that you could say it is an ocean of 
love.  Spend some minutes imagining yourself at the edge of such an ocean …  

JUNE 13TH  
It’s clear that St. John the Divine, whom Jesus loved in a unique way, was particularly close to him.  
That’s illustrated by the account of how, at the Last Supper, John rested his head on the ‘breast’ of Jesus 
(John 13.23 AV).  Imagine yourself resting your head on Jesus’ heart – listen to his heartbeat. 
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JUNE 14TH 
Our image of the ‘heart’ can be influenced by Valentine’s cards and whilst the Sacred Heart is red, it’s also 
pierced by a spear, encircled by the crown of thorns, crowned with the cross and dripping with blood.  
But it also radiates light and fire.   
What does this image tell you about Jesus’ love? 

JUNE 15TH  
The importance of the Sacred Heart can be traced back to the Crucifixion and the piercing of Christ’s side 
with the Holy Lance which entered into his Heart, allowing his Precious Blood to flow.  Devotion to 
Christ’s wounds and the instruments of his Passion was widespread throughout medieval Christendom, 
especially in England.   
Spend some time considering the cost of Jesus’ love for you. 

JUNE 16TH 
In the early 11th century St.Aelred of Rievaulx in Yorkshire wrote extensively about ‘Spiritual Friendship’ 
and maintained that the highest kind of friendship, that friendship which God invites us into, is a selfless 
communion of hearts.   
Take time to imagine your own heart and Jesus’ reaching out to each other. 

JUNE 17TH  
Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179 AD) wrote that the heart of Jesus is the ‘divine feminine wisdom in God’ 
and that the hearts of Jesus (and Mary) are one heart, the heart of Sofia (Greek for Wisdom).   
What words of wisdom from Jesus do you value?  

JUNE 18TH  
St. Mechtilde of Magdeburg (c. 1207 – c. 1282/1294 AD), a German mystic, had the first recorded vision 
of the Sacred Heart about which she wrote: ‘I saw the Son of God holding in his hand his own Heart 
which appeared more brilliant than the sun, and which was casting rays of light on every side … all the 
graces which God pours on humanity come from the plenitude of this heart.’   
Let that light enfold you.  

JUNE 19TH  - Feast of the Sacred Heart, 2020  
St. Mechtilde went on to say that the Sacred Heart was meant to become a refuge and comfort in any 
suffering, a place of peace, a refuge not outside but within us.   
Let the eye of your heart gaze on that place of refuge. 

JUNE 20TH  
‘Let the soul who is desirous of advancing in perfection hasten to My Sacred Heart. … O Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, fountain of eternal life, Your Heart is a glowing furnace of Love.  You are my refuge and my 
sanctuary.’  (St. Gertrude the Great (1256-1302), a German Benedictine.  

JUNE 21ST 
Imagine yourself enfolded in this place of God’s love.  Rest there.  Let his love wash you from whatever 
needs cleansing.   
Hold out to his Heart whatever needs to be washed away. 

JUNE 22ND 
Many cannot imagine they are loved by God.  How might this devotion to the Sacred Heart help them?  
Help you?   
Try repeating this prayer in your heart:  ‘Sacred Heart of Jesus, enfold me in your love’. 

JUNE 23RD 
The great Franciscan, St Bonaventure, wrote: ‘I have found this Heart in the Eucharist when I have found 
there the Heart of my Sovereign, of my Friend, of my Brother, that is to say, the Heart of my friend and 
Redeemer. …  Come, let us enter into this amiable Heart never again to go out from It.’   
When you attend the Eucharist imagine yourself approaching the Heart of Jesus. 
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JUNE 24TH 
Julian of Norwich (1342-1430) wrote in Revelations of Divine Love:   ‘Then with a glad expression our 
Lord looked into his side and gazed, rejoicing; and … revealed a beautiful and delightful place, large 
enough for all mankind that shall be saved to rest there in peace and in love’ (Ch.24).   
Imagine yourself entering deep into the Heart of Jesus. 

JUNE 25TH 
St. Thomas a Kempis (1380-1471) wrote: ‘Enter the adorable heart, the hidden heart, the silent heart, the 
heart of God, which opens its portals to you.’   
Silently return to the doorway into Christ’s heart and enter it as he opens his door to you. 

JUNE 26TH 
‘Prayer’, wrote St. Mary Magdalen de' Pazzi (1566-1607) ‘penetrates to the very core of the Word in the 
Father’s heart.’   
Let a word of prayer from you pierce the Heart of Christ. 

JUNE 27TH  
The ‘cell of the heart’ is the place within you where you can nurture your relationship with God beyond all 
the official prayers of the Church.  Imagine your own heart as that ‘cell’.   
How might it be furnished?  What’s the key to entering it? 
   

JUNE 28TH  
In 1673 St. Margaret Mary Alacoque received a vision of the Sacred Heart whilst at prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament.  She wrote that it was: ‘[Christ] showed me that it was his great desire to be loved by 
all people and to withdraw them from the path of ruin, that made him form the design of revealing his 
Heart to all people, with all the treasures of love, of mercy, of grace.’   
What changes does his Heart desire you to make? 

JUNE 29TH  
What it would mean for me to love as Jesus did?   What would it mean to have a heart like his Sacred 
Heart?  Walk down the street, sit in the park, greet our friends, look at your beloved from that Heart – 
the Sacred Heart can enlarge ours, if we seek to live in it. 

JUNE 30TH  
The ecumenical Association of the Compassionate Hearts of Jesus and Mary exists to help companions 
nurture that virtue in their heart.  This is done by observing a simple Rule of Life which involves: 

•  spending ten minutes every day in the presence of the Compassionate Heart of Jesus; 
•  realising a practical way of expressing Jesus’ Compassion in the world; 
•  making a daily Examen to notice how you have lived compassionately.  

Do you want to live this way? 
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LITANY OF LAMENT AND 
HOPE 

In response to our current times a group of Sodalists wrote this ‘Litany 
of Lament and Hope.' The illustrations are with the permission of  

Susie Hamilton, the artist. 
As the Blessed Virgin Mary held her son in joy and in sorrow, so we hold all those affected 
by coronavirus in lament and hope, asking her to help us in our prayers.

Before the Lord, we remember: those who are sick
Well of Healing, pray for us

those who tend the sick at home, in hospital or in the 
community
Strength of the Carer, pray for us

those who are anxious, who cannot switch off the news
Health of the Sick, pray for us.

those whose sense of self comes from being busy, now 
locked down and feeling worthless
Consoler of the Afflicted, pray for us

those with poor mental health or additional needs, whose services have been cut
Virgin Most Powerful, pray for us

those fearful of going outside, even once restrictions are lifted
Lady of Victory, pray for us

those who must grieve at a distance
Our Lady of Sorrows, pray for us

those who need to be hugged and held as they mourn their 
loved ones
Comforter of the Afflicted, pray for us

those who prepare the dead for their final rest
Mother of Pity, pray for us

those separated from loved ones and cherished places
Channel of Grace, pray for us

those who struggle with isolation
Companion in Solitude, pray for us
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those who are fearful and pregnant, 
for the safe delivery of their babies
Our Lady of Life, pray for us

grandparents separated from their grandchildren 
and frightened they may not see them again
Blessed Mother, pray for us.

young people who have returned early from university 
whose home life is difficult
Queen of Peace, pray for us

those on furlough, those laid off from work and those 
whose work is precarious
Virgin Most Powerful, pray for us

the children and young people with no internet who cannot study 
or connect with the wider world
Gate of Heaven, pray for us

teachers who risk their safety for key-workers and vulnerable children
Seat of Wisdom, pray for us

those whose essential work maintains the fabric of our common life
Co-worker with God, pray for us

those in lockdown in unsafe, abusive and violent contexts
Helper of All in Danger, pray for us

those in temporary accommodation, whose physical or spiritual 
needs are unmet
Shelter of the Vulnerable, pray for us

those at the mercy of neglectful landlords, trapped in the suffering 
of powerlessness
Tabernacle of God, pray for us

those struggling to provide food for themselves and their families
Mother of Wisdom, pray for us

those who volunteer at food banks
Lady of Good Help, pray for us

those whose poverty puts them most at risk
Power of the Lowly, pray for us

those who are homeless or refugees, and all with no one to care for them
Hope of the Exile, pray for us
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young people, who will pay the financial and emotional costs in the years ahead
Queen of Heaven, pray for us

those in leadership and government needing wisdom and humility
Advocate of the Voiceless, pray for us

those volunteering time and gifts or offering mutual aid
Heart of Mary, pray for us

those denied sacraments of baptism, anointing, ordination and eucharist
Mother of the Church, pray for us

those longing to worship with others while churches are locked
Gateway to Life, pray for us

those offering pastoral and sacramental ministry
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, pray for us

those seeking a vaccine and testing their work
Our Lady of Wholeness, pray for us

those glimpsing a world of greater justice and 
deeper peace
Hope of the Poor, pray for us

those dreaming of creation restored
Mother of Earth, pray for us

those finding hope in compassion and renewal in 
prayer
Fount of Joy, pray for us
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Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
you brought the Word to a world 
in pain and fear; 
in your love, pray for us and guide us 
and all God’s children 
to fullness of life in the Heart of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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General Chapter of  
The Sodality of Mary 

2020 

Thursday 4th June 2020 
Our Lord Jesus Eternal High Priest 

Via Zoom 
3PM 

15:00 hours BST 

Ambrose: On the Duties of the Clergy 

For a number of years now we have been discussing the possibility of 
reading a text together. Sodality Council have discussed this at length and are 

proposing that we read 'Ambrose: On the Duties of Clergy.'  

In Book 1 Ambrose divides the ministerial duties of clergy into two categories: 
'ordinary' and ‘perfect.' In Book 2 he focuses on passing from 

what is becoming to what is expedient and in Book 3 Ambrose rules that clergy must 
inquire of what is expedient not for individuals but for all. 

You can find online versions of the text if that is your preferred mode of reading. You 
will also find the text in Volume 10 of the Nicene & Post-Nicene Fathers Second 

Series; and for buying, Abe Books. 

Mthr Imogen and Fr Diego will speak further about this at the General 
Chapter on Thursday 4th June 2020 

Our aspiration is that we will read the text in preparation for our September Sodality 
day, which in turn will focus on the text with speakers bringing contributions to 

assist using reflection and discussion.
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RITE OF ADMISSION TO THE SODALITY OF 

MARY, MOTHER OF PRIESTS  
In time of Pandemic 

INTRODUCTION 

O God, come to our aid. 
O Lord, make haste to help us.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen. Alleluia.  

HYMN 

Now in holy celebration 
Sing we of that Mother blest, 
In whose flesh for our salvation  
God incarnate deigned to rest,  
When her cousin’s salutation  
Named in faith the mystic guest.  

Lo, the advent Word confessing,  
Spake for joy the voice yet dumb,  
Through his mother’s lips addressing Her,  
of motherhood the sum, 
Bower of beauty, blest and blessing,  
Crowned with fruit of life to come.  

‘Whence,’ she cried, at that fair meeting,  
‘Comes to me this great reward? 
For when I first heard the greeting 
Of the Mother of my Lord, 
In my womb, the joy repeating,  
Leapt my babe in sweet accord!’  
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Lo, at that glad commendation 
Joy found voice in Mary’s breast  
While in holy exultation 
She her Maker’s power confessed,  
At whose word each generation  
Now henceforward names her blest.  

Triune Godhead, health supplying,  
Ruler of eternity, 
On the fount of grace relying, 
We uplift our hearts to thee,  
Praying that in realms undying  
We at one with Life may be.  
Amen. 

PSALMODY 

It is not you who will be speaking: 
the Spirit of your Father will be speaking in you, alleluia.  

Psalm 117 (118)

I 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,  
for his love endures for ever.  

Let the sons of Israel say: 
‘His love endures for ever.’ 
Let the sons of Aaron say: 
‘His love endures for ever.’ 
Let those who fear the Lord say:  
‘His love endures for ever.’  

I called to the Lord in my distress;  
he answered and freed me. 
The Lord is at my side, I do not fear.  
What can man do against me? 
The Lord is at my side as my helper.  
I shall look down on my foes. 
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It is better to take refuge in the Lord  
than to trust in men: 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord  
than to trust in princes.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen.  

II 

The nations all encompassed me; 
in the Lord’s name I crushed them. 
They compassed me, compassed me about;  
in the Lord’s name I crushed them. 
They compassed me about like bees; 
they blazed like a fire among thorns. 
In the Lord’s name I crushed them.  

I was hard-pressed and was falling  
but the Lord came to help me. 
The Lord is my strength and my song;  
he is my Saviour. 
There are shouts of joy and victory  
in the tents of the just.  

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;  
his right hand raised me. 
The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;  
I shall not die, I shall live, 
and recount his deeds. 
I was punished, I was punished by the Lord,  
but not doomed to die.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 
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III 

Open to me the gates of holiness:  
I will enter and give thanks. 
This is the Lord’s own gate  
where the just may enter. 
I will thank you for you have answered  
and you are my Saviour.  

The stone which the builders rejected  
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord;  
we rejoice and are glad.  

O Lord, grant us salvation; 
O Lord, grant success. 
Blessed in the name of the Lord  
is he who comes. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord;  
the Lord God is our light.  

Go forward in procession with branches  
even to the altar. 
You are my God, I thank you. 
My God, I praise you. 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good;  
for his love endures for ever.  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen.  

It is not you who will be speaking: 
the Spirit of your Father will be speaking in you, alleluia. 
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SCRIPTURE READING 2 Cor 1:21-22 

If you and we belong to Christ, guaranteed as his and anointed, it is all 
God’s doing; it is God who has set his seal upon us, and as a pledge of 
what is to come has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. 

The Apostles spoke in different tongues, alleluia. 
They proclaimed the wonderful deeds of God, alleluia.  

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, 
let the splendour of your glory shine upon us.  
May Christ, who is light from your light, strengthen,  
by the illumination of the Holy Spirit,  
the hearts of those who have been reborn by grace.  
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

HOMILY 

THE ADMISSION OF FULL MEMBERS 

For those being admitted for the first time.

Sisters and brothers, what do you seek?  

The candidates respond in unison: 

I ask to be admitted for one year 
into the Sodality of Mary, Mother of Priests,  
that I may grow in holiness and love 
and that my priestly life may be supported  
by Mary as patron and mother.  

May the Lord Jesus Christ grant you his grace,  
and with your fellow Sodalists 
may you enter ever more deeply 
into the life of this dispersed community. Amen.  
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THE ACCEPTANCE OF ASSOCIATES 

Sisters and brothers, 
you desire to be associated with the Sodality  
in a spirit of fellowship and prayer 
and to work for the sanctification of priests  
for the proclamation of the Kingdom.  

Never cease in prayer for this Sodality 
that under the patronage of Mary, Mother of Priests,  
we may make Christ known to the world. 
Amen.  

THE WELCOME OF ASPIRANTS 

Sisters and brothers, 
you aspire to become part of the Sodality of Mary, Mother of Priests:  
with the support and friendship of the members of the Sodality 
may the Lord bless your desire and bring it to fruition.  

Never cease in prayer for this Sodality, 
as we will pray for you in your formation, 
that under the patronage of Mary, Mother of Priests,  
we may make Christ known to the world. 
Amen.  
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THE RENEWAL OF COMMITMENTS

For those renewing their commitment. 

Sisters and brothers, what do you seek?  

The candidates respond in unison: 

I ask to renew my commitment for one year 
of the Sodality of Mary, Mother of Priests,  
that I may grow in holiness and love 
and that my priestly life may be supported  
by Mary as patron and mother.  

May the Lord Jesus Christ grant you his grace,  
and with your fellow Sodalists 
may you enter ever more deeply 
into the life of this dispersed community. Amen.  

PRAYERS 

Let us pray. 

Look kindly, O Lord, 
upon these our sisters and brothers, who,  
by the gift of your Spirit, 
are called to be part of this Sodality.  

Grant that in imitation of the Virgin,  
Mother and disciple of Christ, 
they may live in your service 
and the service of their sisters and brothers. 

May they be gentle, humble, and merciful,  
and form together one heart and one mind.  

May they offer to you 
the pleasing sacrifice of a life  
lived according to the Gospel. 
We pray through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
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Father, in your love for us 
you chose Mary to be the Mother of your Son, 
the first to welcome Him into her heart 
and to bring Him forth for a waiting world. 
Grant us such a measure of her grace 
as to be truly devoted to your Word. 
By the loving intercession of Our Lady, 
re-consecrate us each day, 
and by the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
bring us [your pilgrim priests] 
to be set forth upon the ocean of light which is the Trinity, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

SALVE REGINA 

Salve, Regina, Mater misericordiæ,  
vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve.  
Ad te clamamus exsules filii Hevæ,  
Ad te suspiramus, gementes et flentes  
in hac lacrimarum valle. 
Eia, ergo, advocata nostra, 
illos tuos misericordes oculos 
ad nos converte; 
Et Jesum, benedictum fructum ventris tui,  
nobis post hoc exsilium ostende. 
O clemens, O pia, O dulcis Virgo Maria. 
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